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A NOTE FROM THE VICAR

During the past three months I have had to deal with a post-viral problem called Miller Fisher Syndrome. It sounds very exotic, but I wouldn’t recommend it. Various interesting symptoms and challenges, especially the double vision! Anyway, it is improving. I started celebrating at St. John’s again on 14th September. During the interregnum, our team of Deacon and Assistant Ministers held the fort, conducted services, preached and gave communion. And so there were a number of Sundays in which Prime featured and also the singing of the Psalms! Bishop Graham also came to Melbourne and conducted one of the services and ensured that there was sufficient supply of the Reserved Sacrament. Thank you Bishop Graham!

I wish to thank the sanctuary team for their work and dedication, and also to thank our organists Marion and Ron and the parishioners who attended the services. Also, I wish to thank all you for your prayers and best wishes, and for the lovely cards I have received. It was very heartening indeed to receive all of this support. Thank you.

* * * * * * *

THE BISHOPS COME TO MELBOURNE!

The Provincial Episcopal Synod, our synod of bishops, was held this year in Melbourne, with the Vicar and the Church of St John The Beloved acting as host. Here are a few extracts from the Vicar’s Report as Priests’ Representative at the Synod:

“The synod took place in the Social Room of St. John The Beloved, the Vicar acting as host assisted by members of the parish. The lunches were provided by chef Noel Wyndom, whose culinary skills are now legendary! Thank you Noel.

“Each working day commenced at 9.30 am, the Synod opening and closing with prayer, and concluding on Tuesday at 4.30 pm and Wednesday at 5.15 pm, and the final day Thursday at 12.00 noon. The Agenda was prepared by the Regionary Bishop and covered the usual subjects and reports on the state of the province, clergy and sanctuary teams, administration matters, finance and the future of the province.

Attendance

Bishops – Graham Preston, Ian Hooker, James White, Allan Bradley and Pedro Oliveira.

Priests – Ivor Vivian (Vicar General) and Fred Shade (Priests’ Rep.)

Deaconess – Margaret Engel

Minute Secretary – Heather Preston

Renewal

It was recognised that a “Strategy for Renewal” within the parishes is essential and urgent, and that this programme must be put in place before other activities such as Outreach can be contemplated. There is a priority to ENTHUSE, ENLIGHTEN, EDUCATE and INSPIRE our members, all those who come to our churches. A period devoted to PARISH RENEWAL is essential for the future of the Church and the bishops recognised that this must be done as soon as possible. It is stating the obvious that a welcoming, caring, lively, committed and united parish, whatever the numbers, will attract people to our services and will help to hold those we have.

Conclusion

I was very impressed by the strong sense of unity displayed at the Synod. There were a record number of decisions made, personal undertakings given, and all of these things were given a strict time-frame as well. This was refreshing to see.

The bishops recognised that our future is at risk and that the way we do things must change. There was general agreement that all of these challenges and concerns can be addressed only within the framework of inspired leadership, VISION and a renewed sense of purpose from the top - down. Yes, the bishops have their list of tasks to do, and the clergy have theirs to fulfil. May it lead to good outcomes!

* * * * * * *


PARISH OUTING

The Vestry has decided that we have our annual parish outing this year at the Cranbourne Botanical Gardens. The Gardens can be found on the right hand side after you pass through the centre of Cranbourne, turning right at Ballarto Road. (See Melway 133 K10). We are to assemble inside the Gardens at the Picnic Area (drive to that area) at approx. 12.00 noon. It is a BYO food and drink.

Those members and friends of the parish who would like to come, would you please advise the parish Secretary of their intention to come so that we can look out for you at the Gardens. We look forward to seeing you there! The mobile link with the group will be Russell Cole on (M) 0407 348 229.

* * * * * * *

DEACONESS MARION GILCHRIST

On Sunday, 5th October, at which we celebrated the Feast of St. Michael and All Angels, there was a special ceremony devised by the Vicar to acknowledge the many years of service as Deaconess of Marion Gilchrist. Marion was admitted to the office of Deaconess many years ago and continues to serve the parish in so many ways – as organist , parish Treasurer and Vestry member etc. In fact, you will see her name listed as a Foundation Vestry member when the St. John The Beloved was consecrated in 1975! Marion has worked in the community in various capacities, and she continues as a volunteer for the Citizens Advice Bureau.

In the ceremony Fr Fred presented her with two sacred vessels that she uses in her work – a ciborium, from which she gives communion in the church, and a pyx on a chain, to be used when taking communion to the sick.

The ceremony concluded with a special blessing and Deaconess Marion was congratulated by all present for her continued dedication to the work of our Master and His Church. Congratulations, Marion!

* * * * * * *




CHRISTMAS WEEK SERVICES

Sunday, 21st December (Advent IV)

Holy Eucharist at 10.30 am.

Wednesday, 24th December (Christmas Eve)

Midnight Eucharist commencing at 11.15 pm. with Carols.

Thursday, 25th December (Christmas Day)

Service of Prime and Holy Communion at 10.30 am.

Sunday, 28th December (Octave of the Nativity)

Holy Eucharist at 10.30 am.

There has been a request for a Midnight celebration this year and this has now been scheduled. Please support this service.

* * * * * * *

VESTRY MEETINGS

The Vestry meets every couple of months and looks after the management of the parish and its administration needs. There are a lot of things that need to be dealt with on a regular basis, and we are very fortunate to have a hardworking team doing this. While the Vestry attends to parish matters, the Directors of the Trust look after our investments.

In the previous issue of the newsletter, the names of the Vestry and Trust Directors were listed. A list of names has also been posted on the noticeboard in the Social Room. Please contact a member of the Vestry if you have any concerns or wish to be brought up to date on anything in the parish. They are there to serve you! And in case you have forgotten who they are:

Fr Fred Shade (Chairman), Libby Shade (Secretary), Marion Gilchrist (Treasurer), Russell Cole (People’s Warden, Property Manager), Noel Wyndom, Alan Davis, Robert Barnes and Blanche White.

* * * * * * *


TRINITY XIX

Tact and Tolerance (Other Religions)

Delivered on Sunday, 28th September 2008

The Liberal Catholic Church has operated as a worshipping community since 1916 and has certain features which, until fairly recently, were pretty well unique within the Christian churches and denominations. These include freedom of thought, open communion, unpaid clergy, and an enlightened and non-judgemental approach to Christian life, thought and doctrine etc. But these things, and even the concepts of Reincarnation and the Law of Cause & Effect, are now considered seriously by many thinking Christians today.

It could be argued that, with the advent of the World Council of Churches, and especially Vatican II, our work as a distinct faith-community of the sacramental tradition is done. Our pioneering work has borne fruit in so many ways, both directly and indirectly. We have set in motion certain ideas, principles and approaches, coming as they do from the Wisdom of the Ages as well as contemporary experience. As one writer puts it: "As our earlier teachers and leaders saw, the great movement of mankind towards the inner truth, the 'sophia' and the 'gnosis', is actively in being, bringing an age of new apprehension and fresh spiritual dynamic" (L.C. Vol.LV, No.2). Our Church has had a role in this development of a "fresh spiritual dynamic". 

Many of the Christian Churches have come to acknowledge, as the LCC does, the truth/reality of our Lord's statement "other sheep I have which are not of this fold". This being so, it would seem that we, as a Church, have achieved what our founding bishops intended us to achieve - we have changed the Christian Church, or at least acted as a catalyst for such change. But is our work really done?

Our own spiritual insights lead us to accept, and even embrace, the experience of Divine Truth to be found along other Paths and in other Traditions. We are not afraid to venture into other cultures, their religions and their experience of the Divine, on their terms. Generally speaking, other Christians now "acknowledge" that God reveals Himself in some way to other people, but I don't think many of them would in fact 'embrace' the teachings and practices of these other faiths. Christianity still tends to be exclusivist, whereas the Liberal Catholic Church is inclusivist. I say this as one who is first and foremost a Christian. I am not a Buddhist or a Hindu, but I recognise, as does the LCC, that although there is only one holy mountain, there are other paths that ascend it to the summit and to God. "Other sheep I have". And so, notwithstanding what I have said about our Church's achievements, I see the LCC as having a number of tasks yet to perform and with greater effectiveness, and one of those is to continue to dialogue and share with other Faiths. The scourge of fundamentalism (political and religious) is still with us today.

There is yet another area to be addressed. The irony of the late 20th century Christian ecumenism is that, in seeking commonality and uniting on those things Christians have in common etc., a wonderful development though it be, it has also led to a degree of 'shallowness' in theology, in liturgy, and in the philosophical and experiential base of the Christian Faith they practice. Bigotry has all but gone (even the fundamentalist groups are not as bigoted as before), but it has been replaced by a superficiality of thought, a vagueness about the hidden depths of the spiritual life in general, and knowledge of God in particular. (Even our own Church, with its open-ended approach to Christian faith and doctrine, is not immune from this lack of rigour in spiritual debate!) The pendulum has swung to a more worldly spirituality and an emphasis on social and political issues - all very worthy, but the hidden depths of our personal and collective spirituality is often put to one side.

(During this week, a leading minister of another denomination in Melbourne declared that God was not necessary (there probably isn’t one), and that Jesus was certainly not divine! The pendulum has certainly swung to the other extreme of speculative thought.)

This Church has a number of objectives and they include the following: 

(i)  being a church which is "To serve Christ and his Church and to feed his flock" (S. of P.);

(ii) being a church that presents Christianity within the context of the Ancient Wisdom;

(iii) being a church that initiates people into the mysteries of the faith, leads them to the Kingdom of God within, and in bringing heaven and earth together, especially through liturgy;

(iv) being a church that is a channel of healing, grace and power to a very high degree, not only for its members, but also for the benefit of the whole world;

(v) being a church which will work for the betterment of humanity and its spiritual evolution, and this means working alongside people of other Faiths;

(vi) being a church that is acting as a bridge for Christianity to a new humanity, to a new era in spiritual development;

(vii) being a church that awakens people's spirit with the Primordial Tradition, not only the theory but also the practice;

(viii) being a church that does not see a dichotomy between science and religion, between the sacred and the profane, between spirit and matter.

During my previous term as Vicar of St. John the Beloved, Melbourne (1982-88), I had representatives of other Faiths and Mystery Schools give the sermon on days like this, or talks in the Social Room. These included a Hindu priest (who also received communion at the Eucharist), a Baha'i leader, an Imam (Muslim religious leader), a student Rabbi, even a Rosicrucian (several, in fact)! And, of course, we were all enriched by their presence, their sharing, their witness, just as they were in being with us.

We are not threatened by the interweaving of perceptions and experiences of the Divine as we share our faith with others, because we start with the a priori notion that all life is One. Our Lord the Christ taught this, but few of his followers understood what he meant. That, too, is part of our brief: to present to the world deeper insights into our sacred writings, which are a treasure house of  our knowledge of and encounters with God, and many other things.

And so, we as Liberal Catholics, see this 'oneness' of life and 'at-one-ment' with the Source of All Life, in terms of the whole of humanity, the whole of life, the whole of the universe, and not just in terms of the individual or our own faith-community. Our understanding of the Christian Faith is that it has more than a personal dimension; it also has a cultural dimension that is all-embracing, and a cosmic dimension that goes beyond our own lives, our own planet, even this universe. We also proclaim that our personal redemption does not take place in isolation but in the context of the upliftment of all humanity (vis "no man is an island"). And so the statement of Jesus that "other sheep I have" doesn't cause us any problems at all. In fact, it puts our personal and collective responsibilities in the context of the whole of humanity, as our Lord also said "feed my sheep". 

As a Church, we seek communion not only with the inner dimensions of our own being and with each other, but also with the worlds which surround us, with the Holy Ones, with the Angelic Beings we invoke in our services, and with the Communion of Saints. This and more. True Religion is, by definition, multidimensional and Christianity is part of, but not the only part of, what we may call True Religion - for Religion is that which  'binds' us, connects us, with God and all creation.

And so, we believe that there are many ways in which we may journey to the Heavenly City. And in saying this, I do not think that we are falling into a form of relativism, one which would lead to the conclusion that one religion is as good as another. We are really not saying this, for to do so would be to belittle all religions and their unique contributions to the spreading of Divine Truth in all its forms.  I am particular about my religion, and so is this Church. (J.I. Wedgwood declared that we are a Christian Church, and it is going to stay that way!) Yes, we are Christian, in fact we are Trinitarian Christians. But we also see the Divine Light appearing through and being revealed by the teachings, sacred texts, and liturgies belonging to peoples of other Faiths. The late Dom Bede Griffiths - a Benedictine monk and priest, is one holy person who has written so eloquently on this interaction between faiths, of East meeting West. He lived a life of interaction with other faiths and cultures while maintaining his own personal integrity and allegiance to the Christian Faith as one of its priests. 

Bede Griffiths didn't feel threatened when he set up a Christian ashram in India. His work, his life, was enriched by the wonderful encounter and sharing he had with the people of India. Some there joined him, and others didn't. This cultural and religious interaction led him to a deeper understanding of what a person's religion is meant to be, also as to what is essential and what is peripheral to it. He is a great example of a 'liberal' Catholic. I had the privilege of hearing him in Melbourne some years ago, perhaps you have also. 

Other Faiths - but one Religion? Perhaps we should say "other Faiths - but one God"? After all, as children of the One True God, we are all one family, which means that we must be part of the one Religion yet reflecting different facets of it. My own involvement with the Victorian Inter-Faith Council in the 1980s showed me how true is this view of Religion and of being part of one family. Yet, in spite of the best efforts of many there, it was religion (or more likely culture) that caused its demise as an organisation.

We, the people of this Church, use particular traditions, teachings and special insights, and these are based on the Ancient Wisdom but expressed in the light of contemporary knowledge and experience. And so we perform the sacred dance before the altar of God according to our own lights, in our own Christian revelation. We have, as it were, been given our own theme or melody in the symphony of life and worship. We also dance with the Angels, we worship with the Saints before the Throne of the Most High. And our dance is enhanced and enriched by the participation of those of other faiths and cultures who will join us, for by so doing we have counterpoint - a mighty interplay of divine melodies, a veritable symphony!

I pray that we may continue on our Quest, our work, in a way which brings us even more closely to those of other Faiths, sharing our many and varied experiences of God among us, and embracing all people unconditionally as our Lord Christ has instructed us to do.

Frederick A. Shade

September 2008




O God, who art the light of the minds who know thee,

the life of the souls who love thee,

and the strength of the thoughts who seek thee,

help us to know thee that we may truly love thee, 

so to love thee that we may fully serve thee,

whose service is perfect freedom; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen

Grant that we who meet in thy house

may be united in Christian love

and strengthened in Christian service,

in the name of our Master, Christ our Lord,. Amen.

The God of hope fills us with joy and peace in believing

that we may ever abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit,

being stablished in the faith,

and abounding therein with thanksgiving.

* * * * * * *

OFFICERS OF THE PARISH

Priest
  
  V. Rev. Fred Shade                           9459 2670

Deacon 

      Rev. Alan Davis                            9509 1791

Assistant Ministers
      Mr Russell Cole,                (M) 0407 348 229

     Blanche White                               9803 0703

Deaconess

     Marion Gilchrist                            9511 4845

Property Manager
     Mr Russell Cole                 (M) 0407 348 229
Parish Secretary                     Mrs Libby Shade                     (H) 9459 2670

                           Email: lshade@melbpc.org.au
LCC national website:  www.libcat.org.au

CHURCH CALENDAR

October

Sunday, 5th

St Michael and All Angels (octave)

Sunday, 12th

Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity



Intent: Perseverance

Sunday, 19th

Twenty-second Sunday after Trinity



Intent: Right Energy

Sunday, 26th

Twenty-third Sunday after Trinity



Intent: Precept and Practice

November

Sunday, 2nd

All Saints’ Day (octave)

Sunday, 9th

Twenty-fifth Sunday after Trinity

Intent: Steadfastness and Diligence

Sunday, 16th

Twenty-sixth Sunday after Trinity



Intent: Watchfulness

Sunday, 23rd

Sunday next before Advent



Intent: Dispelling of Ignorance

Sunday, 30th

First Sunday of Advent



Intent: Discrimination

December

Sunday, 7th

Second Sunday of Advent



Intent: Self-forgetfukness

Sunday, 14th

Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday)



Intent: Love

Sunday, 21st

Fourth Sunday of Advent



Intent: Right Action

Thursday 25th
Feast of the Nativity (Christmas Day)

Saturday 27th

Feast of St John The Evangelist



(Patron Saint of the parish)

Sunday, 28th

Feast of the Nativity (octave)

January 2009

Sunday,4th

Feast of the Epiphany (octave)

Sunday, 11th

Second Sunday after Epiphany



Intent:: Fellowship

Sunday, 18th

Third Sunday after Epiphany



Intent: Sincerity and Control of Speech

A complete Church Calendar is posted on the noticeboard at church.
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