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STOP PRESS

Father Fred is currently recovering from a post-viral complication which will take some weeks. We are very pleased to announce that our Regionary, Bishop Graham Preston, will take the service on 10th August.
ST. JOHN THE BELOVED – MELBOURNE

CELEBRATES 90 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

by Blanche White

On Sunday 11th May the LCC Church in Melbourne celebrated the 90th Anniversary of the consecration of the Church of the Holy Spirit, the first Liberal Catholic Church in the world to be established on its own property. The consecration took place on Whitsunday of 1918 in the presence of a full congregation. The Consecrator was Bishop Wedgwood, assisted by Bishop Mazel.

Located in Punt Road, Richmond the building had previously been a Pentecostal Church but it needed to be completely renovated inside and out and equipped with an altar, seating and furnishings for its future purpose.

Prior to this, services had been conducted in a room in the Theosophical Society from January 1917 by the Rev. John Beattie McConkey, but research has shown that the first two entries in the Baptismal Register were actually dated 19th April, 1915. These baptisms were performed by Bishop Wedgwood before he was consecrated (1916).

The Church of St. John The Beloved became the new home of the Melbourne LCC in 1975 and it was consecrated, again on Whitsunday, that year. It was consecrated by Bishop Sten von Krusenstierna, who was at the time both Regionary Bishop and Presiding Bishop, and celebrated its Silver Jubilee in 2000. 

Celebrations for this important 90th anniversary took place over two weekends and began on Sunday 4th May when Ruth Mary Love and Barrington Sherman were Confirmed by our Regionary Bishop, The Rt. Rev. Graham Preston. On this occasion Ruth Mary brought along her beautiful new harp and played for the congregation during communion. 

Bishop Graham was also the celebrant at St. John the Beloved on the following Sunday. The High Celebration included the Rededication of the Church, the Procession of the Most Blessed Sacrament and the Ordination to the Subdiaconate of Russell Cole. It was a most moving ceremony and the sanctuary team included Bishop Allan Bradley as Deacon, Rev. Alan Davis as Subdeacon, Very Rev. Frederick Shade (Vicar) as MC, Marion Gilchrist as Organist and Russell Cole and Blanche White as Servers. The address for the day was given by Bishop Allan Bradley. (The address is attached to this newsletter.) Bishop Allan also composed a special Collect for the 90th anniversary of the Church.

A luncheon was held afterwards at which Fr. Frederick Shade, Rev. Dr.  Ian Hunter, Dr. John Martin and Dr. Joan Wilkinson spoke of their long association with the LCC in Melbourne. Fond memories of days gone by were revealed and many amusing anecdotes were heard around the table – (who WAS that woman who arrived at the church in Punt Road on her motor bike every week?) 

Greetings and congratulations were received from Bishop James and the congregation of St. John the Divine in Perth, from the Church of St. Alban in Brisbane and from the parish in Southport. A beautiful arrangement of flowers was received from Mary Anne Haines of Sydney, a former member of the parish.   

Alan Davis thanked Fr. Fred for the great dedication he had shown to the Church and in particular to the enormous amount of work he had undertaken in order to facilitate the 90th Anniversary Celebrations. Thanks to the work of Fr. Fred, the Melbourne parish continues to thrive and work harmoniously.

To commemorate this important milestone, Fr. Fred has compiled a booklet providing some historical notes on both the Church of the Holy Spirit and the Church of St. John The Beloved. He has also had a CD produced from the original tape recording of the consecration of the Church in Carroll Crescent, Gardiner in 1975 during which many voices of the past can be heard.  These include Bishop Sten (consecrator), Bishop Charles Wicks (celebrant), Fr. John King (Deacon), Fr. Robert White (Subdeacon), Fr. Wil de Stigter (Vicar) and the address was delivered Fr. John Farquharson (Vicar 1951-1966).

An official certificate, signed by the Presiding Bishop The Most Rev. Graham Wale, was presented and read by his namesake Bishop Graham. This certificate acknowledges the importance of the event and the contribution of past vicars, clergy, vestries and congregation. It also congratulates the Church in Melbourne for its continuing success. It is a certificate of A3 size, and is beautifully framed and is now installed on the wall in front foyer  for all to see. 

The atmosphere of the day, the moving sacramental celebration and the warmth of friendship among those attending was truly inspiring and it is sincerely hoped that we will all be there to celebrate the next big milestone, the 100th anniversary in 2018.

Blanche White

11th May 2008

Whitsunday


Anniversary publication

Copies of the publication were presented to all present at the luncheon. It covers the history of the two churches in Melbourne – Church of the Holy Spirit (1918 – 1975) and Church of St. John The Beloved (1975 – 2008). There are copies of this publication available for everyone free of charge.

Annual General Meeting of the Parish

The AGM was held after the service on Sunday, July 20, 2008. The usual reports were presented and all the office bearers were thanked for their work during the past year. The Vestry for 2008-2009 is as follows: 

Fr Fred Shade (Vicar), Libby Shade (Secretary), Marion Gilchrist (Treasurer), Russell Cole (People’s Warden), Blanche White, Noel Wyndom, Alan Davis, Rob Barnes and Dr Ken Bewley.

It was noted with concern that the parish collections and donations do not cover the running costs of the parish. This is a matter that the new Vestry will discuss later this year.

Annual General Meeting of the Trust

The AGM of the LCC (Vic.) Holding then took place. Reports on the financial affairs of the Trust were tabled and discussed. Again, the Trustees were thanked for their work during the past year. The Trust Directors elected for the coming year are as follows: Blanche White (President), Russell Cole (Secretary and Public Officer), Libby Shade (Treasurer), Rob Barnes and Alan Davis. A special note of appreciation was recorded for the dedication and hard work for the Trust over many years by the retiring Director John Wilson. This was passed with acclamation.


A NEW ASSISTANT MINISTER

On the day of the Annual General Meetings, 18th July (Trinity Sunday), a special ceremony took place at the beginning of the Holy Eucharist. Blanche White was formally presented to the Vicar by the People’s Warden, Russell Cole, for the purpose of being admitted to the office of Assistant Minister. The form of the ceremony was similar to that used for the admission of a Server, with some special sections added. As part of this ceremony, Blanche was presented with a pyx for her use. It is suspended on a gold chain so that the Sacred Host may be carried appropriately when visiting the sick. 

Blanche was also presented with a ciborium as a symbol of her work in the sanctuary, in the absence of a priest, to give communion from the reserved sacrament. The ceremony was specially devised for the occasion by the Vicar, and gave appropriate recognition to the recipient who has been licensed by the bishop to take communion to those in need.

This ceremony, and Blanche’s admission to this sacred office, was greeted with great enthusiasm by all present. Well done, Blanche! 

* * * * * * * *

OFFICERS OF THE PARISH

Priest

      V. Rev. Fred Shade                 9459 2670

Deacon 

      Rev. Alan Davis                      9509 1791

Assistant Ministers
      Mr Russell Cole,          (M) 0407 348 229

      Blanche White                        9803 0703

Property Manager
      Mr Russell Cole           (M) 0407 348 229

Parish Secretary                  Mrs Libby Shade               (H) 9459 2670

                      Email: lshade@melbpc.org.au
LCC national website:  www.libcat.org.au
REFLECTIONS

Saint Theresa's Prayer
May today there be peace within. 

May you trust God that you are exactly where you are meant to be.

May you not forget the infinite possibilities that are born of faith. 

May you use those gifts that you have received, and pass on the love that has been given to you. 

May you be confident knowing you are a child of God. Let this presence settle into your bones, and allow your soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise and love. 

It is there for each and every one of us. 
The Teacher

He never taught a lesson in a classroom. He had no tools to work with, such as blackboards, maps or charts. He used no subject outlines, kept no records, gave no grades, and His only text was ancient and well-worn. His students were the poor, the lame, the deaf, the blind, the outcast , and His method was the same with all who came to hear and learn. He opened eyes with faith. He opened ears with simple truth, and opened hearts with love, a love born of forgiveness.

A gentle man, a humble man, He asked and won no honours, no gold awards of tribute to His expertise or wisdom. And yet this quiet teacher from the hills of Galilee has fed the needs, fulfilled the hopes, and changed the lives of many millions. For what He taught brought heaven to earth and revealed God's heart to mankind.

CHURCH CALENDAR

July

Sunday, 6th 

Seventh Sunday after Trinity



Intent: Purity: a day of devotion 

to the Holy Spirit

Sunday, 13th

Eighth Sunday after Trinity



Intent: Wisdom

Sunday, 20th

Ninth Sunday after Trinity



Intent: Confidence

Sunday, 27th

Tenth Sunday after Trinity



Intent: Devotion

August

Sunday, 3rd

Eleventh Sunday after Trinity



Intent: Discernment

Sunday, 10th

Twelfth Sunday after Trinity



Intent: Self-dedication

Sunday, 17th

Assumption of Our Lady (octave)

Sunday, 24th

Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity



Intent: Renewal of Heart

Sunday, 31st

Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity



Intent: Reality of Things Eternal

September

Sunday, 7th

Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity



Intent: Justice

Sunday, 14th

Nativity of Our Lady (octave)

Sunday, 21st

Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity



Intent: Christ as Truth

Sunday, 28th

Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity



Intent: Tact & Tolerance



(A day of recognition of other religions)

October

Sunday 5th

St. Michael and All Angels (octave)

Sunday, 12th

Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity



Intent: Perseverance

The service of Holy Eucharist is celebrated every Sunday at 10.30 am.

Other services as advertised. All are welcome.

CREE INDIAN THOUGHT

Si seulement après que le dernier arbre aura été coupé,

Seulement après que la dernière rivière aura été polluée,

Seulement après que le dernier poisson aura été pris,

Alors seulement vous vous rendrez compte

Que l'argent ne peut être mangé.

If only after the last tree has been cut down,

Only after the last river has been polluted,

Only after the last fish has been caught,

Only then will you realise

That money cannot be eaten.

(This appeared in the second term issue of Lien de Fidelite 2007, which is the French equivalent to our Communion. Cree Indians are based mainly in Canada, an officially bilingual country. Submitted by John Wilson.)

90 YEARS AGO TODAY

Presented by the Rt.Rev. Allan H. Bradley at

St. John The Beloved, Melbourne, at the 90th Anniversary 

of the Liberal Catholic Church in Melbourne.

Who among us does not love a birthday party? But few of us have personally made the 90th year in this life. It is natural that as the years roll on the celebrations of birthdays become increasingly a backward looking affair. As the journey of the years lengthens we accumulate more and more memories and more and more photos which give us a visual reminder of days gone by.

When I was a young man I naturally looked forward to the great dreams of future possibilities which so typically beckon us on at that stage of our life’s journey. I was not so interested in yesterday and would have been horrified if my mother had produced my baby photos at my 20th Birthday. But now in my 73rd year I enjoy reminiscing on the days of yore.

We have gathered in this beautiful church today to rejoice and give thanks to God for the ninety years of your history in which you proudly remember being the first consecrated Liberal Catholic church building in the world. I shall leave your Priest in Charge, the Rev John McConkey to describe the genesis of this Melbourne parish from 1916.

“It soon became apparent that the growing congregation must find its own quarters (it had been conducting services from January 1917 in a room in the Theosophical Society) and the quest started to find some suitable hall in South Melbourne or Richmond. In July, 1917. Mr Farquharson found a disused Pentecostal Hall in Punt Road, Richmond. A prompt decision was made and on the 10th July,1917, the property was purchased by Mr McConkey, who with Mrs McConkey and their colleague Mrs E. L. Gill, found the purchase money, 900 pounds. The following weeks saw much work done. The premises had to be completely renovated inside and out and equipped with an altar, seating  and  furnishings for its future purpose. The first semi-public service was Solemn Benediction in October, 1917, and thereafter public celebrations of the Mass were held every Sunday. The formal consecration took place on Whitsunday of 1918 in the presence of a full congregation.  The Consecrator was Bishop Wedgwood, assisted by Bishop Mazel. The church was dedicated to the Holy Spirit and was the first Liberal Catholic church in the world to be established  on its own property.”

I have often reflected on how wonderful it must have been to be a part of those seminal days in the life of our church. These forefathers of our newly emerging faith community were clearly imbued with a vision, a vision which materialised in Melbourne in the securing of an appropriate building that could be the permanent centre for their regular communal worship of God and the celebration of Christ’s holy Sacraments. One senses in Father McConkey’s account the collective level of personal commitment and sacrifice which are the driving forces needed for any successful enterprise.

They understood, I am sure, that as children of God it is not necessary to attend church worship in our search for spiritual understanding. They were, however, motivated by the vision of our founder, Bishop James Wedgwood, who had realised that in collective worship in the traditional Catholic Sacraments they could take an active role in the saving work of God through the limitless power of Grace to help, to heal and to transform the life of the human family and to offer a special inner wisdom for living. And they believed that the ideal setting for such sacramental worship and teaching was in a properly consecrated church building. As it says so beautifully in our Liturgy in the opening prayer in the Consecration of a Church: “The Lord with his favour graciously regard our work and so send down his spiritual benediction and grace, that it may be to him the house of God and unto his people worshipping therein the gate of heaven.” 

Surely an occasion such as this is a “Count your Blessings” day! Nine decades have perhaps dulled the sense of wonder and privilege which those of us who have been members of this church should show forth in our lives. Even our own most obvious treasure, our Liberal Catholic Liturgy, perhaps we simply take for granted. If we were able through a time tunnel or some higher faculty to be able to go back in time and be present on that great day of the dedication in the Church of the Holy Spirit in Punt Road, we would be surprised to find for a start that there were no copies of the Liturgy for the congregation to be able to follow the service, as the printing of the first edition of that work was yet a year away in the future. Also we may well have been surprised how different the order of service was on that day as Bishop Wedgwood would still be using the rites of the Old Catholic Church (virtually identical to the traditional Roman Catholic Rites) as the new LCC form of service  was still in preparation. Even the name Liberal Catholic Church was yet to be adopted by the Bishops later in 1918, and the church was consecrated as The Old Catholic Church of the Holy Spirit to be changed before the end of 1918 to the Liberal Catholic Church of the Holy Spirit.  If we were able to watch that service back in 1918 I believe that the strongest impression would have been the enormous sense of excitement, optimism and hope which pervaded the occasion.

And now back to 2008 – what do we see? Continuing the analogy of a parish with a human life, as a nonagenarian do we have weary age lines showing? Are we a little creaky in our joints and rather tired when it comes to labour? Has our eyesight dimmed when we look towards tomorrow? Above all have we lost our youthful courage to believe in our future?

 I believe we are today, as the author to the Epistle to the Hebrews put it, “surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses”. (Heb.10:1) In a very real sense those past and present, clergy and laity from nine decades of life and work in this parish, are spiritually present and are united with us today in their common concern for the work of Christ in the world as it has been and continues to be focussed in the life of our Liberal Catholic Church, and especially today in the work of this parish of St John’s.  

Today we do well to reflect on the witness and example of all those who have gone before us. May we be true to their heritage by rekindling in our times their sense of passion for and commitment to the same vision which was their motivating force in founding this parish, and live and work for the ideal expressed by our founding bishop when he wrote into the service of Foundation of a Church: “We dedicate to thee the work which here is to be accomplished praying that the incense of true worship, joyous and unafraid, may ever arise within these walls.“

* * * * * * *

Rt. Rev. Allan H. Bradley

11th May, 2008

Whitsunday

(The presenter used as a source of information the History booklet published by the parish for the Anniversary. Copies of the booklet may be obtained from the Vicar.)
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