[image: image1.jpg]St John the Beloved

LIBERAL CATHOLIC CHURCH

91 Carroll Crescent, Gardiner:Victoria 3146




No. 25
                         Harbinger                     February 2008

PARISH HAPPENINGS

Christmas Services

The service conducted on Sunday, 23rd December, was different to the usual format of a Eucharist in that the service of Prime was conducted. Everyone joined in the singing of the Psalms, supported by Marion Gilchrist at the organ! The sacrament of Healing was administered by Fr. Fred, and the sermon and hymns were also included in the service. Members asked for a repeat in the near future!

Christmas Day was made even more special by the baptism of Ruth-Mary Love, who came all the way from the country for the occasion. She is active in churches in her area, especially in participating in services of Our Lady and also playing the harp for these and other services. The server for the morning was Blanche White, who also conducted the service of Our Lady prior to the Eucharist so that Ruth-Mary may participate for the first time in our observance Welcome to the Liberal Catholic Church, Ruth-Mary!.

The New Year

On Sunday, 3rd February, the Feast of Candlemas and the Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple, was celebrated at St. John’s with the usual festal splendour. (The candles in the side and altar candelabra had to be changed as most of them had wilted during the past weeks!) Immediately prior to the Eucharist, the service to Our Lady was conducted. The wonderful surprise was that Ruth-Mary had brought her harp all the way by train to church, and played it during communion. It was music literally from heaven, and played with such beauty and devotion. Thank you Ruth-Mary for your contribution to the service. You have a wonderful gift and it is very generous of you to share it with us.

NOTICES

Easter Services

Friday, 21st March
Good Friday

Prime & Veneration of the Cross at 10.30 am

Saturday, 22nd March  
Holy Saturday

Service of Prime at 10.30 am

Sunday, 23rd March
 Feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter Day)

Holy Eucharist at 10.30 am

Jubilee Celebrations

We are delighted to have our new Regionary, Bishop Graham Preston, coming to St. John’s to lead our celebrations. They are planned to be as follows:

Sunday, 4th May Sunday within the Octave of the Ascension

Holy Eucharist conducted by Bishop Graham Preston including

Confirmations. Light Luncheon in Social Room after the service.

(Those who wish to be Confirmed please contact the Vicar.)

Sunday, 11th May Whitsunday (Pentecost)

Holy Eucharist conducted by Bishop Graham Preston, including procession of the Most Blessed Sacrament to the Ray Crosses. Light luncheon in Social Room after the service.

Annual General Meetings

The proposed date for the AGMs of the Parish and the Trust is Sunday, 25th May commencing at 12.30 pm in the Social Room. Further details will be published in the April newsletter.


Retreat

Here are some details relating to the forthcoming retreat to be conducted in New South Wales.

Date: 
Friday, 26th – Sunday, 28th September 2008 

Venue:  
Kerever Park, Burradoo, Southern Highlands, N.S.W.

Director: 
Bishop Pedro Oliveira

Theme: 
Wisdom, Life and Joy. 

Celebrating the Liberal Catholic Tradition.

For further information, please contact the Vicar.

Ten Rules for Daily Life:
The Four Blessed Looks:

1.   Have Universal Mind

Look back and thank God.

2.   Love all creation

Look forward and trust God.

3.   Be grateful

Look around and serve God.

4.   Do good in secret

Look within and find God.

5.   Have merciful eyes

      and a gentle body

6.   Be forgiving and big hearted

7.   Think deep and judge well

8.   Be calm and determined

9.   Be positive and vigorous

10. Persevere

WARNING!

When the Vicar contacted the Regionary last week, he was advised that he was not available to come to the phone as he was sharpening his chain saw. We’re in for interesting times with Bishop Graham!!

OFFICERS OF THE PARISH

Priest

      V. Rev. Fred Shade                  9459 2670

Deacons 

      Rev. Alan Davis,           Rev. John Wilson

Assistant Minister 
      Mr Russell Cole

Property Manager
      Mr Russell Cole            (M) 0407 348 229

Parish Secretary                      Mrs Libby Shade                (H) 9459 2670

                        Email: lshade@melbpc.org.au
CHURCH CALENDAR

February

Sunday, 3rd

The Presentation of Our Lord



in the Temple (Candlemas)



Intent: The Holy Spirit as the Fire of Love

Sunday, 10th

First Sunday of Lent



Intent: Self-examination

Sunday, 17th 

Second Sunday of Lent



Intent: Intent: Control of Speech



(Founding of the LCC)

Sunday, 24th

Third Sunday of Lent



Intent: Understanding

March

Sunday, 2nd

Fourth Sunday of Lent  (Laetare Sunday)

Intent: Spiritual Refreshment

Sunday, 9th

Passion Sunday



Intent: Humility

Sunday, 16th

Sunday next before Easter  (Palm Sunday)

Friday, 21st

Good Friday

Saturday, 22nd
Holy Saturday

Sunday, 23rd

Feast of the Resurrection (Easter Day)

Sunday, 30th

First Sunday of Easter (Low Sunday)

April

Sunday, 6th

Second Sunday of Easter

Sunday, 13th

Third Sunday of Easter

Sunday, 20th

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Sunday, 27th

Fifth Sunday of Easter

May

Sunday, 4th

Sunday within the Octave of Ascension

Sunday, 11th

Whitsunday (Pentecost)



Anniversary of Melbourne consecration 

dates (1918, 1975)

Sunday, 18th

Trinity Sunday

Sunday, 25th

Sunday within the Octave of Corpus Christi

June

Sunday, 1st

Second Sunday after Trinity



Intent: God as Light

Sunday, 8th

Third Sunday after Trinity



Intent: God as Ruler of the Angels

The service of Holy Eucharist is celebrated every Sunday at 10.30 am.

Other services as advertised. All are welcome.
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